
Message from the President  

Maryland/DC Metro AATG 

Newsletter  Summer 2021 

This has been one helluva 

year! From all of the reports 

I’ve heard, our German teachers 

and students have made the 

best of it, though it wasn’t easy.  

 

But no matter the year, our 

chapter continues to have suc-

cess stories.  

 

In late July & August 2020, 

we had our  very first virtual 

“Immersion”. Over two days, we 

hosted scholars and teachers to 

address the topic of teaching 

the history of and issues faced 

by Blacks living in Germany. It 

was immensely gratifying to 

convene these online events—

”Black German Studies. A Con-

versation with Priscilla Lane” 

and “Schwarze Deutsche. Im-

pulse und Materialien für den 

Unterricht” with Mohamed Esa, 

Mariah Ligas and Ingrid Zeller - 

and have colleagues from the 

chapter, as well as nationwide 

tune in.  Check out the links in-

side this newsletter to access 

the talks and the materials.  

 

We are a generous chapter!  

Our chapter members heeded 

the call to donate toward be-

coming a 1926 Centennial Circle 

Member. We made it! Thank 

you!  

 

In addition, the MD/DC Chapter 

was able to donate generously 

to be a founding member of the 

new AATG Professional Develop-

ment Fund.  Inside you can read 

the note of thanks from the Ex-

ecutive Director, Mike Shaugh-

nessey.   

 

Speaking of PD, don’t forget to 

look ahead to upcoming confer-

ences in the region:  MFLA, 

GWATFL and  NECTFL are all 

wonderful opportunities for PD 

and networking with colleagues.  

NeMLA will be in Baltimore next 

year!  

 

Covid scuttled our traditional 

May High School Awards Cer-

emony, for a second time, but 

we nonetheless are honoring 

those students who took the Na-

tional German Exam, Levels 

2-4, and scored in the 85th 

and above percentiles. 

Awards are co-sponsored 

with the German Society of 

Maryland.   

 

I look forward to seeing you  

soon in person at an upcom-

ing event or at one of the 

many local Biergärten. [Call 

me!]  

 

Do keep in touch. 

 

Alles Gute für den Sommer! 

 

Deborah McGee Mifflin  

AATG MD/DC Metro President 

mifflind@jhu.edu   

 

 

Connecting over Zoom for our 
Black German Studies Events.  
Over 90 participants!! This was 
one of the unexpected plusses 
of the Zoom-era. More on next 
page... 

https://www.mflamd.org/conferences.html
https://www.gwatfldc.org/conference.html
https://www.nectfl.org/conference/
http://www.buffalo.edu/nemla.html
mailto:mifflind@jhu.edu


2020 Chapter Events:  Black German Studies 
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Faced with the impossibility of the planned in-person Immersion Weekend in light of the Covid-19 lock-
down,  our wonderful team of organizers quickly pivoted to an all-online chapter event focused on Black 
German Studies in the United States.  We kicked this off on July 30, 2020 during a time of immense in-
terest in this topic and before the new school year commenced to give our educators food for thought 
over the remaining summer weeks when curriculum planning is well underway.  “Black German Stud-
ies: An Introduction with Implications for Teaching German in the US”  consisted of an informa-
tive lecture by Priscilla Layne, the Vice President of the AATG and Associate Professor of German at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, accompanied by an excellent power point which provided an 
overview of the important historical milestones in the history of Blacks in Germany and many sugges-
tions for materials and background reading.   

As a follow-up to Priscilla’s talk, we held a pedagogically-oriented online workshop in German on August 
6, 2020 with the title “Schwarze Deutsche:  Impulse & Materialien für den Unterricht”. Mohamed 
Esa, Mariah Ligas and Ingrid Zeller provided a lively and jam-packed 90 minutes of ideas and materials 
which can be quickly adapted to various classrooms from high school to college. 

Since the events were streamed online, we were able to invite AATG members not only from our chapter, 
but to colleagues nationwide.  Over 90 AATG members registered for the events and participated live or 
viewed the recordings at a later date.   

Don’t fret—If you missed it or need a refresher, here are handy links:  

Youtube-Link to “Black German Studies. An Introduction with Implications for Teaching German” A conversation 
with Priscilla Layne  

Youtube-Link to “Schwarze Deutsche. Impulse & Materialien für den Unterricht“ mit Mohamed Esa, Mariah Ligas & 
Ingrid Zeller  

Click here for Google Drive link to materials 

Send us your stories!  How did you incorporate Black Germans into your curriculum this 

academic year?  How do you plan to in the future?  

**Heißer Tipp:  Herr Gröttrup setzt sich hin.** 

Sharon Dodua Ottoo won the Ingeborg Bachmann 

Preis in Literature in 2016 for her wonderful short story 

“Herr Gröttrup setzt sich hin”.  Ottoo is the first Black 

writer to win the Bachmann prize.  Recently, the Ger-

man Historical Institute held an online conversation 

with the author and the translators of the work into 

English.  We learn about the publication pictured to the 

left which has the original German and both the Ameri-

can English translation and the British English transla-

tion provided on each page.  What a wonderful oppor-

tunity for use in our classes. The story is relatively 

short, fascinating to read and lends itself to open anal-

ysis. You can order the book from Still Magazine Press. 

I will be using the story in the next academic year and 

happy to share my lessons and/or collaborate with a 

colleague.     - DMMifflin 

https://youtu.be/w_nSVKq3Kac
https://youtu.be/NvdK6-m7z4I
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tv1PE59W6eNqe3G7N6aRJ5vSLEN8xt7P?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/521440030
https://vimeo.com/521440030
https://stillmagazine.org/press


Chapter News 
 

Exhibit needs a home!  Right before Covid shut down the schools & universities, the AATG delivered 
the travelling exhibit: First Encounters: Menschen begegnen sich, which our chapter won in the 
2019 membership challenge.  Now, that things are opening back up, please consider if you, your school 
or district would like to receive the exhibit.  It consists of 3 wheeled containers, each containing three of 
the posters with built-in stands. Please contact Deborah Mifflin, mifflind@jhu.edu, to arrange logistics 
(shipping costs approximately $200.00).   

The German-American Heritage Museum and the AATG jointly curated the exhibit which chronicles the 
influence of German-speaking immigrants in the United States in a series of 9 free-standing panels. Each 
panel explores one topic or person and the information is in English on one side and in German on the 
other side.  Extensive information about the exhibit and instructional materials can be found on the AATG 
Exhibit Site.  
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Daniel Desmond, Centen-

nial High School,  received 

the Goethe Institute/AATG 

Certificate of Merit at the 

2020 AATG Annual Awards 

Ceremony, held during the 

virtual ACTFL/AATG Confer-

ence this past November.  

Congratulations again, Dan! 

We are proud to have you as 

a member! 

 

 

 

Check out the AATG 

Awards Opportunities at 

www.aatg.org. 

 
 

**NGE Waldsee Scholarship 

Awards!** 
 

This summer, Naomi Breuer and Sabrina 

Lussier, two high school students of German 

who took the NGE and scored above the 90th 

percentile, have been awarded an AATG/

Waldsee Scholarship to attend a German Im-

mersion in Concordia, Minnesota. Their hard 

work and dedication to the German language 

and culture was supported through their 

teachers at the GLC under the directorship of 

Kerstin Hopkins.   

 

Wir gratulieren herzlichst!   

mailto:mifflind@jhu.edu
https://www.aatg.org/page/FirstEncounters
https://www.aatg.org/page/FirstEncounters
https://www.aatg.org/page/Awards
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Covid couldn‘t stop us!  Exciting events continued in local programs.  
 

As in past years, our chapter boasts a number of German programs that used funding from AATG’s 

Deutsch macht Spaß program or participated in the 2020 Building Tomorrow Campus Weeks 

program, initiated and funded by the Federal Republic of Germany, and hosted some pretty amazing 

virtual events! Here is just a sampling.   

 

Students of German at Johns Hopkins University participated in a 

series of events focused on  “Migration Theater”.  Incorporated into 

the program were streamed performances of contemporary plays from 

covid-impacted stages in Germany. Truly a unique opportunity for stu-

dents and colleagues in the USA!  In addition, a Deutsch macht 

Spaß grant funded an informative ‘Speaker Series’, organized by the 

undergraduates in the German Club. Speakers were often PhD candi-

dates or exchange students from Germany. This was a great oppor-

tunity for the students to hone their leadership and organizational 

skills!  

 

In fall 2020, George Washington University’s German Program un-

der the direction of Margaret Gonglewski held several events support-

ed by a Deutsch macht Spaß grant. The goal was to help students, 

especially those just starting out learning German, forge a connection 

to the language and the cultures of the German-speaking countries 

through meeting guest speakers who have a special knowledge and 

expertise about those cultures. Events included a talk on the history of 

soccer in Germany, a mini-intro to Yiddish for German learners, and a 

presentation on Sorbian culture and fairy tales. By collaborating with 

regional col-

leagues, the series reached an even broader audience of 

students!  *Events, continues on next page. 

 

  

Learn more about Deutsch macht Spaß grants and apply 

here! 

 

 Fund events for your German Club. 

 Hold a competition with modest prizes  

 Create a T-shirt or Stofftasche  

 Buy books for your Honor students 

 

 

 

 

Encourage your students to learn more about the German programs at our area universities!  

 

Catholic University      Georgetown University 

George Washington University     Johns Hopkins University  

Towson University     University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

University of Maryland, College Park   Washington College 

https://www.aatg.org/page/2021DeutschmachtSpass
https://modernlanguages.catholic.edu/german/index.html
https://german.georgetown.edu/
https://rgsll.columbian.gwu.edu/german
https://krieger.jhu.edu/modern-languages-literatures/german/
https://www.towson.edu/cla/departments/foreignlanguages/undergrad/germanminor.html
https://mlli.umbc.edu/german/
https://sllc.umd.edu/german
https://www.washcoll.edu/academic_departments/world_languages_cultures/german_studies/index.php
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Events, Continued 
 

The German Studies program at The Catholic University of 

America (Amanda Sheffer) also participated in the German Em-

bassy's Campus Weeks "Building Tomorrow" program in the fall 

of 2020. The keynote event, held online, brought together a pan-

el of speakers for a talk entitled "Germany Past and Present: Re-

building after World War II and Today's Integration Policy." The 

Chief of Staff to the German Ambassador, Sebastian Ernst spoke 

on behalf of the Embassy, Dr. Victoria Harms of Johns Hopkins 

University spoke about the historical context through a personal 

narrative, and Ameen Aswad joined from Germany to share his 

experiences coming to the country. Students then participated in 

a Q&A with the panel.  

     In addition to the talk, there was a student video contest with 

the winners posted on Catholic U's German's Instagram account 

@cuagerman, an online film watch party with online chat, and 

multiple blended conversation tables exploring the topics raised 

as part of the program. Catholic U German partnered with 

Georgetown, George Washington and Johns Hopkins to share in an online conversation group.   

****************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

The Maryland / DC Metro Chap-
ter receives recognition from the 
AATG Executive Director for the 
generosity of our members, as 
well as for our support of the 
AATG’s Professional Develop-
ment Fund. 

Thank you to all who donated to 
the Centennial Campaign! 



 

Hi! My name is Susanne Sutton 

and I am a Principal Lecturer and 

the Coordinator for German in 

the Modern Languages Depart-

ment at UMBC. I have been 

teaching German since 1992 and 

at UMBC since 2001. I enjoy 

teaching beginning German clas-

ses as much as advanced under-

graduate content courses and try 

to incorporate learning opportuni-

ties beyond the classroom, often 

in a service learning format,  as 

much as I can. 

I grew up in Lüneburger Heide in 

Germany (near Hamburg) and 

like the "plattes Land" up North. I even learned to speak some 

"Platt'' from my grandparents. I live in Laurel with my husband, 

our dog, and -coronabedingt- with one of my two 

adult daughters. I've lived in the US for almost 25 years now and 

still capitalize too many Nouns in English. 

I’m Antje Krueger. While I am a 
native German, my work and life 
are rooted in international experi-
ence. My studies in German began 
in Bamberg, Germany and ended at 
the University of Wisconsin in Madi-
son. I came to Baltimore in 2007 
by way of Austria, where I ran a 
study abroad program for American 
students in Salzburg. Since then, I 
have taught German at Goucher 
College, the Goethe-Institut in DC 
and co-led a summer program in 
Berlin. I have been teaching High 
School at St. Paul’s School since 
2018. When I am not teaching or 
reading, I am in the kitchen ex-
panding my repertoire in German 
baking.  

Chapter Board Member Introductions 
Your chapter AATG organization is always on the search for willing volunteers to join the board. If you 

are passionate about teaching and German, we have a place for you!  Please get in touch today to join 

our ranks. Here are some welcoming messages from three of our wonderful Board colleagues.   
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Hallo!  Ich heisse Amy Rill! 

I teach German I through AP German 

and Spanish I at Howard High School 

in Ellicott City, MD. I advise the Ger-

man Club and Delta Epsilon Phi 

Deutsche Ehrenverbindung, the Na-

tional Honor Society for High School 

Students of German.  

I am passionate about having fun 

while learning language, immersing 

in the culture through music and art, 

and focusing on communication in 

authentic ways. I’m a lover of travel, 

studied abroad at Europakolleg in 

Kassel, Germany, and led many trips 

abroad with students to Germany, 

Austria, Switzerland, England, 

France, Spain and Costa Rica. 

I hold a B.A. in German from McDan-

iel College, M.A. in German from Mil-

lersville University and certification in 

Spanish at Towson University. In ad-

dition to serving as a board member 

of the Chapter AATG,  I am also a 

member of  MFLA and ACTFL and was 

the 2019 finalist for Howard County 

Language Teacher of the Year. 

 
When not teaching, gaining new lan-

guage-learning strategies from blogs 

and Twitter or talking tech tools, I 

relax by reading, crafting, cooking, 

camping, and spending time with my 

husband, two sons and puppy, Bree. 
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Calendar 
June: Maryland NGE High School Awards 

June 30:  Deadline for AATG Award Nominations 

 Self-nominations allowed! 

June 30: Proposal deadline, MFLA Fall Conference 

August 6: Proposal deadline, GWATFL Fall Conference 

REMINDERS! 

Ongoing Membership Initiative:  The Maryland/DC Metro Chapter has set aside funds to encourage 

members to recruit new members.  Sponsor a new teacher or graduate student and send us the bill!  

Check out the requirements for the membership grant online.  

Check your own membership.  Is it up to date? If lapsed, please renew today! Contact Marisa Rosario 
marisa@aatg.org,  if you are unsure.   

Tap your colleagues on the shoulder.  Tell them about the support and benefits of AATG Membership 
from the NGE to Summer Study Scholarships, from PD opportunities to our fantastic journals, die Un-
terrichtspraxis and The German Quarterly, and everything in between.  

Sponsor a new teacher. What a great present! At $45.00, new teacher or part-time teacher membership 
is a super bargain.  Be the mentor you always wanted to have! 

Initiate a Graduate Student. Introduce graduate students or a teacher candidate to their professional 

organization with a $25.00 student membership. Be a generous role model!   

WIR GRATULIEREN!  

German Society of Maryland Announces German Majors and Minors Scholarship Winners 

Caroline Pugh, University of Maryland, $1,000 Award, German Major (Professor Josh Alvizu) 

Leanna Rousset, University of Maryland, $1,000 Award, German Major  (Professor Regina Ianozi)  

Leah Smead, University of Maryland, $1,000 Award, German Major (Professor Randy Ontiveros)  

Adam Ratajczak, UMBC, $500.00 Award, German Minor (Professor Susanne S. Sutton)  

 

Spread the word:  It pays to be from Maryland or Washington, DC, attend one of the local colleges or 

universities AND declare a German major or minor!   More information on this GSM Page 

https://www.aatg.org/page/Awards
https://www.mflamd.org/spring-conference.html
https://www.gwatfldc.org/conference.html
http://aatgmddc.weebly.com/
mailto:marisa@aatg.org
http://germansociety-md.com/education.htm


Chapter Officers 

President: Deborah McGee Mifflin, Johns Hop-

kins University 

Vice President:  Annette Budzinski-Luftig, 

Towson University 

Secretary:  Cerue Diggs, Laurel High School  

Treasurer:  Jody Christophe, McDonogh 

School  

Testing Chair:  Open Position  

Communications:  Open Position  

Membership Chair:  Open Position  

  

At-Large Board Members 

Mohamed Esa, McDaniel College  

Kerstin Hopkins, German Language Courses, 

German International School, Washington, DC 

Antje Krueger, St. Paul’s School, Baltimore 

Marilyn Murphy, DeMatha Catholic High 

School for Boys  

Amy Rill, Howard High School 

Susanne Sutton, University of Maryland Balti-

more County (UMBC) 

 
 

Leadership Positions Available 

We are always looking for teachers to serve 
on the Chapter Board. We have both fo-
cused positions (Newsletter Editor, Member-
ship Chair, for example), as well as At-Large  
positions.   

We conduct most of our meetings online 
with one or two face-to-face meetings per 
year, usually in conjunction with an event.  

If you would like to serve on the Board, 
please contact the president, Deborah Mif-
flin, mifflind@jhu.edu.  

 

Love tech? Help the chapter with your 

techie skills to keep our social media up

-to-date. Contact mifflind@jhu.edu.   

Chapter Officers & Directors  
 

 

American Association of Teachers of German Maryland/DC Metro 

AATG MD/DC Metro 

Building Bridges for Future Partnerships 

http://aatgmddc.weebly.com/ 

 

Keep in Touch 
Listserve: 

 Are you receiving our emails through 

the chapter md-aatg listserve? If not, 

send a request to mifflind@jhu.edu.  

 

Facebook: 

 Like our Chapter’s facebook page  

@AATGMarylandDC  

 

Website: 

 Find us at http://

aatgmddc.weebly.com/ 

mailto:%20mifflind@jhu.edu
mailto:mifflind@jhu.edu
mailto:mifflind@jhu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/AATGMarylandDC/
http://aatgmddc.weebly.com/
http://aatgmddc.weebly.com/

